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St Dennis (Carne Hill 500m)

ST DENNIS - Iron Age hillfort
SMR No.
31137 - MCO78
Verified
OK
Location
National Grid Reference
Centroid SW 95070 58329  (MBR: 1m by 1m)
SW95NE
Point
Administrative Areas
Civil Parish
St Dennis, Restormel, Cornwall
District
Restormel, Cornwall
Ecclesiastical Parish
St Dennis
Monument Types and 
HILLFORT (Iron Age - 800 BC to 42 AD) 

Evidence
EXTANT STRUCTURE
Description
St Dennis churchyard is situated on a prominent hill top and the site name is derived from dynas 'fort' (b7). An earlier name of Dimelihoc (1145) is derived from din 'fort' and a personal name (b9). Two ramparts were visible in 1849 (b2), the inner having a wall built on it in 1826 to enclose the churchyard. An excavation was made through the outer rampart in 1962. This produced some evidence of a low bank approx 15m from the churchyard wall, possibly reduced due to robbing during the early C19. A  rystone revetted earth bank with a minimal ditch is suggested (h1, b10). Further investigations were made within the church structure after the church burned down in 1986. No early finds were made (h3, b12).
--------------------------------
Site history:
2: 1971. FLETCHER, MJ / OS
--------------------------------
Sources
(1)
Bibliographic reference: Hitchins, F & Drew, S (Eds). 1824. The History of Cornwall. VOL II, ii, 207
(2)
Unedited Source: UNKNOWN. 1849. UNKNOWN TITLE. RRIC. VOL 31, 26-27, PLAN
(3)
Bibliographic reference: Polsue, J (Editor). 1867. Lake's Parochial History of Cornwall. VOL 1, 295
(4)
Bibliographic reference: Kelly. 1883. Kelly's Directory of Cornwall. 857
(5)
Bibliographic reference: Ordnance Survey. 1900s. 2nd Edition 1:2500 Map. 
(6)
Bibliographic reference: Henderson, C. 1915. Topography of Cornwall. MS At RIC. VOL III, 71-72
(7)
Bibliographic reference: Henderson, C. 1935. Essays in Cornish History. 112, 117
(8)
Bibliographic reference: Gover, JEB. 1948. Place-Names of Cornwall. 391
(9)
Bibliographic reference: Henderson, C. 1955-60. Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Penwith, Kerrier, Powder

 and Pydar. JRIC (NS) Vol 2 (part 3 & 4) Vol 3 (part2 &4). (NS) 142
(10)
Bibliographic reference: Thomas, AC. 1965. The Hillfort at St Dennis. CA No 4. VOL 4, 31
(11)
Bibliographic reference: Sheppard, PA. 1976. St Dennis Checklist. CA No 15. VOL 15, 109
(12)
Bibliographic reference: Hartgroves, S. 1986. Excavations at St Dennis Church. At CAU. 
Designations, Statuses and Scorings
Associated Designations -  None recorded
Other Statuses and Cross-References
Old SMR number (OS MAP and SMR_NO) - SW95NE 1
Active
SITE_ID (old PRN) - 31137
Active
Old OS number (OS MAP and OS_NO) - SW95NE 3
Active
Ratings and Scorings
Condition
E - Very Poor
Condition Qualifier
Partial 

excavation
Survival
F - 10-20%
Land Use 
Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded
Other Land Classes - None recorded
Related Monuments - None Recorded
Finds -  None recorded
Associated Events/Activities - None recorded
Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded
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ST DENNIS - Early Medieval cross, 
SMR No.
106298 - MCO5811
Verified
OK

Medieval cross
Location
National Grid Reference
Centroid SW 95072 58293  (MBR: 1m by 1m)
SW95NE
Point
Administrative Areas
Civil Parish
St Dennis, Restormel, Cornwall
District
Restormel, Cornwall
Ecclesiastical Parish
St Dennis
Monument Types and 
CROSS (Early Medieval - 410 AD to 1065 AD) 

Evidence
EXTANT STRUCTURE
CROSS (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence
EXTANT STRUCTURE
Description
A decorated wheel-headed cross stands on a granite base in St Dennis churchyard. It is probably in-situ and has  an unusual horeshoe shaped head; all four sides are ornamented. It is 2.0m high and the shaft is about 0.3m wide (h1). Its date is unknown; Pearce uses it as evidence for a pre-Saxon churchyard (b9) while Thomas suggests a C11 date is more probable (b8).
--------------------------------
Site history:
1: 1971. MERCER, RJ / DOE
2: 1971. MJF / OS
3: 1981. SHEPPARD, PA / DOE
4: 1984. SHEPPERD, PA / HBMC
--------------------------------
Sources
(1)
Bibliographic reference: Blight, JT. 1858. Ancient Crosses and Other Antiquities in the East of 
(2)
Bibliographic reference: Polsue, J (Editor). 1867. Lake's Parochial History of Cornwall. VOL 1, 295
(3)
Unedited Source: UNKNOWN. 1890. UNKNOWN TITLE. JRIC. 65-66, PL 5
(4)
Bibliographic reference: Langdon, AG. 1896. Old Cornish Crosses. 294
(5)
Bibliographic reference: Page, W (Editor). 1906. Victoria History of the County of Cornwall. VOL I, 437
(6)
Unedited Source: UNKNOWN. 1956. UNKNOWN TITLE. JRIC. (NS) VOL II, 143
(7)
Bibliographic reference: Baird, RD, & White. 196-. Cornish Crosses. MS At RIC. 
(8)
Bibliographic reference: Thomas, AC. 1965. The Hillfort at St Dennis. CA No 4. VOL 4, 31
(9)
Bibliographic reference: Pearce, SM. 1978. The Kingdom of Dumnonia. 178
(10)
Bibliographic reference: Langdon, A. 1994. Stone Crosses in Mid Cornwall. 28, NO 28
Designations, Statuses and Scorings
Associated Designations
Scheduled Monument - CO840
Stone cross in churchyard of parish church
Active
DCO1627
Other Statuses and Cross-References
SITE_ID (old PRN) - 106298
Active
Old OS number (OS MAP and OS_NO) - SW95NE 8
Active
Old SMR number (OS MAP and SMR_NO) - SW95NE 67
Active
Ratings and Scorings
Condition
C - Fair
Survival
A - 100%
Land Use 
Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded
Other Land Classes - None recorded
Related Monuments - None Recorded
Finds -  None recorded
Associated Events/Activities - None recorded
Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded 
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ST DENNIS - Medieval church
SMR No.
19800 - MCO6453
Verified
OK
Location
National Grid Reference
Centroid SW 95070 58305  (MBR: 1m by 1m)
SW95NE
Point
Administrative Areas
Civil Parish
St Dennis, Restormel, Cornwall
District
Restormel, Cornwall
Ecclesiastical Parish
St Dennis
Monument Types and 
CHURCH (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence
EXTANT STRUCTURE
Description
St Dennis parish church is dedicated to St Dionysius, and stands on a site of some antiquity. Its circular 
churchyard wall is believed to overlie the rampart of a hillfort (31137). Pearce has suggesed that the church site is an early medieval cemetery. A medieval cross standing in the churchyard is probably in situ (106298). The present church has Norman origins. Its porch is C13 and the tower is C15. In 1847 drastic rebuilding was undertaken and the roof line of the church was changed so that both nave and aisle came under one gable. 
Only the tower remained in reasonable order from the original medieval building (b6). The church burnt down in 1985 and the interior was mostly destroyed. Following the fire a small excavation was undertaken which opened three small trenches in the interior of the church. Apart from the debris from the 1847 rebuilding, the granite bedrock was found close to the surface, with a number of deep grave cuts, partly refilled with the remains of earlier burials. No early remains were encountered and most of the activity probably occured in the last three centuries (b7). The church has now been rebuilt to its pre-1847 plan.Finds -  None recorded
Associated Events/Activities - None recorded
Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded
Sources
(1)
Bibliographic reference: Sedding, EH. 1909. Norman Architecture in Cornwall. 91-92
(2)
Bibliographic reference: Henderson, C. 1925. The Cornish Church Guide. 85
(3)
Bibliographic reference: Pounds, N. 1941. The Churches of Cornwall (unpub thesis). MS at RIC. FIG 
(4)
Bibliographic reference: DOE. 19--. Listed Building Description (original DOE). Listing "Greenbacks". 

APRIL 1960, 9
(5)
Bibliographic reference: Pevsner, N. 1951. The Buildings of England: Cornwall. 168
(6)
Bibliographic reference: Brown, HM. 1973. What to Look for in Cornish Churches. 78
(7)
Bibliographic reference: Hartgroves, S. 1986. Excavations at St Dennis Church. At CAU. 
Designations, Statuses and Scorings
Associated Designations
Listed Building (II*) - 71280
CHURCH OF ST DENNIS
Active
DCO14147
Other Statuses and Cross-References
SITE_ID (old PRN) - 19800
Active
Old SMR number (OS MAP and SMR_NO) - SW95NE 73
Active
Ratings and Scorings
Condition
D - Poor
Survival
D - 40-60%
Land Use 
Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded
Other Land Classes - None recorded
Related Monuments
19800.01
ST DENNIS - Early Medieval lann
Hierarchical
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