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Opening Statement on Behalf of The Power of Cornwall Ltd by Rod Toms. 

I am presenting the case for The Power of Cornwall.

The essence of our case is that the procedure used to choose between a single 

site option or a multiple site solution were not rigorous enough and used flawed 

reasoning.

Similarly, a number of contradictions and illogical conclusions occurred in the 

process by which elimination of alternative technologies occurred.

When a large project, such as a Waste Incinerator is planned, it is bound to have 

an impact upon the local people and the environment, as well as the wider 

population of Cornwall who may suffer from the results of traffic pollution, 

congestion and similar effects.

Where such consequences will follow, it is the duty of the parties concerned 

with those choices to make sure that they use the utmost care, so that the 
process will be rigorous, fair and unbiased and use the best data available.

We contend that this has not been the case here. We can see little evidence 

provided by either the Appellant or the Planning Authority, that communication

 pathways have been followed.  This is with regard to the parts of the process covered by statutory requirements issued by Government and Quasi-governmental Organisations. 
Where the procedures are concerned with choices not covered by 

statutory requirements, we will explain that the data used is not at an appropriate 

level of strength to justify the conclusions reached.

Similarly, a “level playing field approach” has not been applied to the options and 

there has been considerable muddled thinking with regard to the description and

identification of the scenarios appraised.

There seems to be a total lack of understanding in the options appraisals that 

there is even the remotest possibility that waste technology can alter and 

progress.

Finally we intend to show that bias, or lack of knowledge of the Waste Industry, 

has resulted in an incorrect level of weighting being applied to certain of the 

scenarios.

This has all led to what we claim to be a flawed conclusion, that the best choice   

for Cornwall is a centrally sited mass burn Incinerator. We aim to prove this is the 

wrong choice.
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