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Appendix JP-02 — Minutes of EPDD&S - 17 January 2007

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

MINUTES of a Meeting of the Envirecnment Policy Development and Scrutiny
Committee held at County Hall, Trurc an Wednesday, 17 January 2007,
commencing at 10.00 a.m.

Present:—

Joyce Mepsted (Chairman)
Mark Kaczmarek (Vice-Chairman)

John Ault, Jackie Bull, Annette Egerton, Julian German,

Elizabeth Heard, Graeme Hicks, George Hocking,

Barbara McTaggart (for Peter Mates), Tony Nettle, Eric Parkin (for
John Pope), Godfrey Smale, Sarah Townrow and John Woodward.

Also present:-

Colin Brewer (Vice-Chairman of the County Council},

Eric Brooke (Community Services Portfolio-Holder),

Pam Lyne, Matt McTaggart (Strategic Planning and Transportation
Portfolio-Haolder) and Adam Paynter (Environment and Heritage
Portfolio-Holder).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
(Agenda No. 1)

E/129 Apologies for absence were received from Peter Mates and John Pope.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
(Agenda No. 2)

E/130 In accordance with the Council’'s Code of Conduct:-

(i) Graeme Hicks declared a personal interest in relation to agenda item 8
(Waste Management - Regular Update) as he is the Portfolio-holder at Kerrier
District Council with responsibility for waste collection;

(i) Tony MNettle declared a personal interest in relation to any matters relating
to waste as his son is employed by Carnwall Paper Company;

(iii) Annette Egerton declared a personal interest in relation to any matters
regarding planning and regeneration as she is a Portfolio-holder at Restormel
Borough Council;

(iv) Jackie Bull declared a personal interest in relation to any matters
regarding minerals as she had recently retired from Imerys; and

(v) Eric Parkin declared a personal interest in relation to any matters
regarding transport as he is a member of Transport 2000.
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Appendix JP-02 — Minutes of EPDD&S - 17 January 2007

Environment Policy Development and Scrutiny Committee
17 January 2007

RESOLVED that (a) a Single Issue Panel entitled "Rural Bus Services/Access to
Public Transport Single Issue Panel” be established in accordance with this
Committee’s Work Programme for 2006-2007;

(b) the Single Issue Panel shall commence work in January 2007 and
continue until completion, which is anticipated to be July 2007; and

(c) the draft terms of reference for the Single Issue Panel, as set out
in Appendix 1 to the report by the Director of Planning, Transportation & Estates,
be approved, subject to further consideration by the Single Issue Panel at its first
meeting and that any amendments suggested by the Single Issue Panel be
submitted to this Committee for approval.

It was moved by Annette Egerton, seconded by Tony Nettle, and

RESOLVED that Jackie Bull be appointed as Lead Member for this Single Issue
Panel.

CORNWALL FREIGHT STRATEGY
(Agenda No. 7)

E/135 The Transportation Policy Manager presented the Freight Strategy
which was one of a number of strategy documents which supported the Local
Transport Plan (2006-2011) and set out a framework within which improvements
to the freight distribution system in the County could be delivered.

Freight in Cornwall consisted of three key modes - road, rail and ports
- and the Freight Strategy set out policies for each of these, together with a
framework for the future development of such facilities. Although it was
necessary to make provisions for road transport which was currently the main
mode of freight movement, the Freight Strategy also aimed to maximise
opportunities as and when they occurred for increased use of rail and ports for
the transportation of freight. In this respect, it would be necessary to work
closely with District Councils to safequard land for future freight distribution use
as part of the Local Development Framework process. The Freight Strategy
would set both the policy context for freight distribution and, specifically, detail an
action plan for delivery over the next 5 years in partnership with the Freight
Forum, which consisted of representatives from all sectors of the freight industry.

During the discussion, various points were raised, including the
fallowing:-

(i) A Member asked whether there were any proposals to safeguard sites for
the transportation of waste by rail, particularly in the Scorrier area. In
response, the Head of Transportation and Waste Management advised that
the movement of waste by rail had been considered and that various
options had been identified in the east, central and western parts of the
County. In this respect, negotiations were ongoing and it was intended
that a report would be submitted to the Executive in March 2007 regarding
the need to safeguard specific areas of land. The Head of Transportation &
Waste Management undertook to discuss this matter with the Member after
this meeting;

(ii) Replying to further questions, the Transportation Policy Manager advised
that the County Council, not SITA, had decided not to transport waste by
rail as it added £1m to the operating costs each year. It was not possible
to transport waste by rail from the proposed transfer station at Scorrier as
it would be necessary to provide a siding which was not considered to be
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Environment Policy Development and Scrutiny Committee
17 January 2007

safe along the main railway network. The provision of a siding at the
Hallenbeagle site was also not practicable because it would involve the re-
building of 3 miles of railway; therefore, the costs would be prohibitive;

(iii} Replying to a Member, the Transpartation Policy Manager confirmed that
the County Council was in close liaison with the District Councils regarding
the Local Development Framewaorks, and that separate negotiations were
being undertaken with the relevant organisations with a view to maximising
opportunities for freight distribution at local ports. Members were advised
that the County Council’s statutory responsibilities meant that it had more
influence on road transport than on rail or sea transport;

(iv) Several Members asked questions regarding the need for increased
investment with a view to upgrading the railway system; for example, the
heights of bridges above the railway tracks in certain locations. In
response, the Head of Transportation and Waste Management advised that
although there was adequate capacity on the main line, there was
insufficient funding to permit a major upgrade of the railway system during
the next 10-15 years unless there was a major change in Government
policy. He added that there was no financial case for commercial/private
investment in the rail network in Cornwall; however, he would investigate
the availability of grant aid with a view to providing specially designed “low
height” carriages. Replying to a further question, he stated that the
viaducts were adequately maintained in accordance with legal
requirements; and

(v) Following a question from a Member, the Head of Transportation and Waste
Management stated that a meeting would be arranged between himself and
Mr M A Kaczmarek CC, to discuss provision of improved facilities for drivers
in lay-bys/stopping areas on and adjoining Trunk Roads.

It was moved by Joyce Mepsted, seconded by Eric Parkin, and

RESOLVED that the Executive be asked to approve the Freight Strategy, as set
out in Appendix A to the report by the Director of Planning, Transportation &
Estates, as the County Council’s policy statement in relation to freight distribution
in Cornwall.

WASTE MANAGEMENT - REGULAR UPDATE
(Agenda No. 8)

E/136 The Senior Waste Management Officer advised that regular reports for
information purposes were presented to this Committee in relation to waste
management activities in Cornwall and, in particular, the statutory work of the
Waste Disposal Authority (WDA). The report covered a variety of issues which
ranged from operational matters through to the implementation of the Integrated
Waste Management Contract and included waste arisings, consultation on the EU
Waste Framework, the Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment (WEEE),
Cornwall Litter Partnership and marine litter.

During the discussion, various points were raised, including the
following:-

(1) In response to a request, Members of this Committee would be provided
with the statistics for the number of waste electrical appliances being
transported out of the County;

(i) A report would be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee
regarding the EU Waste Framework, including thresholds for incineration
and waste hierarchy;

(i) Officers would investigate the question of ensuring that waste materials
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