




CERC: Landscape proof of evidence 

Terence O’Rourke February 2010      75 

of the path will be dominated by industrial development.  Over time, the growth of 

planting in the landscape areas south west of Rostowrack Farm will partially screen 

the view of the buildings.  North of the farm, along the farm track,  the high 

hedgerows will screen the majority of views of the proposals, apart from the clear 

views that will be available through incidental field gates.   

Current experience - Footpath 15 

7.30 Footpath 15 does not exist in the location suggested by the definitive footpath maps 

and there is no evidence of a similar route in the vicinity. 

Change to Footpath 15 

7.31 There would be no change to footpath 15 as it appears not to exist. 

Current experience - Footpath 16 

7.32 This short footpath is approximately 375m long and is approximately 800m from 

the site.  It runs between Rockwenna near Trerice Terrace and Trerice Farm Dairy 

crossing two pastures via stiles.   Away from the immediate vicinity of the 

hedgerows there are views across to  St Dennis and the Parkandillick Dryers with 

the distinctive landform of the spoil heaps of the china clay works forming the 

horizon.  The route of the footpath is not discernible on the ground and access 

requires a steep climb over stiles. 

Change to Footpath 16 

7.33 The view currently has an industrial quality to it and this character will remain. 

This view will however change noticeably as the CERC buildings and stack will be 

dominant features of the view.  

Current experience - Footpath 17 

7.34 The section of footpath 17 not aligned along the C184 does not exist in the location 

suggested by the definitive footpath maps and there is no evidence of a similar 

route in the vicinity.  The approximate 400m section along the C184 is not provided 
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with a footway and effectively is on the carriageway and therefore users have to 

walk on the road. 

Change to Footpath 17 

7.35 The existing section of footpath 17 along the C184 will be provided with a new 

footway adjacent to the road as detailed in Mr Penfold's proof.  The changes in 

experience will arise mainly from an improved sense of safety due to the provision 

of a safe pedestrian route, slight increases in traffic due to the CERC and minor 

changes to the visual appearance at La Mount Corner due to road widening and the 

new access road junction. 

Current experience - Footpath 18 

7.36 Footpath 18 is approximately 550m long and runs between Trerice and La Mount 

Corner.  The northern end of this footpath has the character of a rural/residential 

driveway with a track edged with a post and wire fence and ornamental shrub 

planting.  This is the track that leads to the properties at Little Trerice.  Views 

towards the site are limited as the mature trees arch overhead.  

7.37 Travelling in a southerly direction, the track turns abruptly to the right and there are 

views through gaps in the hedge across open fields dominated by the Parkandillick 

Dryers and the china clay topography. 

7.38 South of Little Trerice the track narrows to a steep sunken narrow footpath between 

two Cornish hedges, where the trees in the hedges form a canopy overhead.  This 

path feels rural in character, however views are generally restricted to immediately 

along the footpath rather than out to the east or west direction as the Cornish hedges 

enclose views beyond the footpath.  

7.39 Towards the southern end of the footpath the views open up to the west and east as 

the hedgerow trees reduce and the footpath become less sunken.  Views are across 

fields towards St Dennis and the industrial development of Parkandillick Dryers.   
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7.40 The southernmost section is adjacent to the properties at La Mount and the 

evidence of dumping and abandoned objects detracts from the rural character of the 

previous section.  Over a three day footpath survey only 13 people used this 

footpath, therefore it can be concluded that it is not a frequently walked route in the 

local area.  

Change to Footpath 18 

7.41 The majority of the experience of walking along this footpath will remain 

unchanged.  The northern half of the footpath where the route is between high 

hedgerows and on sunken tracks between Cornish hedges will remain unaltered and 

views out whilst available are extremely limited.  Where there are gaps in the 

hedgerow there will be views out across the fields to the proposed building which 

will replace the current views of the Parkandillick Dryers.  The greatest change to 

the views from footpath 18 will be from the southern end where the footpath 

crosses open fields.  Here the views experienced will change as the new access 

road, with vehicular movement and proposed building will become apparent.  

Current experience - Footpath 26 

7.42 Footpath 26 is on the west facing slopes of Carne Hill, 900m north east of the site.  

It connects Carne Hill (road) with Rectory Road and continues from Rectory Road 

to the car park of the Church of St Denys.  It is approximately 250m long.  It is 

routed through an area of small Cornish hedge-enclosed fields on the north west 

edge of St Dennis.   The higher eastern section of path of approximately 200 m 

length has clear views westwards over the site area.  The remaining lower section is 

more vegetated and its lower elevation means that views towards the site are 

screened by intervening vegetation.   The degree of accessibility of the path is 

reasonable with some more difficult sections, partly due to stone stiles and partly 

due to very poor drainage in the lower section. 

Change to Footpath 26 

7.43 The proposals will be visible from footpath 26 and therefore there will be changes 

in the views.  The proposals will introduce another large industrial building into the 
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view closer to the user and more visually dominant adjacent to the existing 

industrial buildings of the Parkandillick Dryers but the components that make up 

the character of the view, which is a combination of industrial and farmland, will 

not change. 

Current experience - Footpath 31 

7.44 This footpath is approximately 350m long and runs between the C184 at Treviscoe 

and joins Footpaths 2 and 5 in the fields north east of Treviscoe.  A 100m section 

runs through a housing development in Treviscoe and emerges from the rear of the 

properties across two fields.  This footpath is similar in character to the western end 

of footpath 5.  There are clear views across to the dominant structures of the 

Parkandillick Dryers and the china clay topography.  This footpath is the most 

regularly walked footpath according to the footpaths survey with over 300 users in 

a three day period.  However, the location of the survey was at the footpath junction 

with the C184 and it is stated in the Response to Regulation 19 response December 

2008 (Appendix 4 response to request 4.3) [CD A11] that in relation to the results 

'there appears to be a discrepancy'.  The response continues, 'It is surmised that the 

counts include people who are only walking from the main road (C184) to Barton 

Road, and are in fact not continuing on to St Dennis.' 

Change to Footpath 31 

7.45 The experiences of waking along the footpath as it passes through the development 

of Treviscoe will remain unchanged.  The experience from the edge of the 

development, travelling north east will however alter as emerging into the field 

walkers will have partial views of the CERC building to the north east.  After 

passing through the stile into the second field, the access road and the traffic using 

the road will also be visible.  The footpath will cross the road via a new stile to join 

footpaths 2 and 5. 

7.46 I have described the current experience of footpath users and the predicted 

experience.  I have demonstrated that the present experience of using some of the 

footpaths includes proximity to industrial buildings and vehicles and the experience 

of industrial noise.  I have demonstrated that the character of the views from many 
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of the footpaths is a combination of industry and farming landscape and that 

although the proposals will involve greater proximity of industry to some of those 

views, the components from which the general character of the area is derived will 

not be substantially changed.  I have demonstrated that the present condition of 

many of the paths renders them difficult to use and in some cases impassable.  I 

have also demonstrated that some footpaths appear not to exist on the ground.  I 

have demonstrated that although the proposals will have an effect on users of some 

sections of footpath, there will also be benefits including making some footpaths 

more useable. 

7.47 In taking into account the need for the proposal, demonstrated by others, the limited 

effect on the local footpath network, and the improvements made to the 

accessibility of the network, I believe the impacts are acceptable.  
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8.0 Reason for Refusal 7 

8.1 In this section of my Proof, I address the suggestion that the proposal by virtue of its 

scale, size and proximity to surrounding areas would have significant adverse 

impacts on the environment and setting of those areas and this would be contrary to 

the regeneration ambitions of the china clay Strategic Investment Framework.  Mr 

Greenwood has explained the nature and purpose of the Strategic Investment 

Framework and the impact on regeneration at other actual and proposed Energy from 

Waste facilities.  I address this issue from a design and landscape impact perspective. 

8.2 The proposed CERC facility is a high quality, landmark building.  The design of 

waste facilities has changed radically over the last twenty or so years, reflecting 

changes in the structure of the industry and the need to manage waste in a more 

environmentally acceptable manner.  The design must be modern and high quality 

to be acceptable close to residential properties and to demonstrate the changed 

nature of the industry – which is now a much higher technology means of 

managing waste. 

8.3 The scheme also involves a substantial capital investment in this area which will 

bring a range of economic benefits. 

8.4 Terence O’Rourke has been involved with number of similar projects in sensitive 

areas where the high quality of the building has been an essential component of the 

scheme – such as at the Marchwood Energy Recovery Facility (ERF), on the 

southern bank of the River Test in Hampshire where the imaginative architectural 

solution was key to gaining planning permission in such a visually sensitive 

location.  This building has become a landmark building in the local area.  Another 

scheme at the Chineham ERF involves an imaginative architectural solution.  I 

attach images of these schemes at GC084.  From work on these projects I am 

unaware of any adverse impact on local visual amenity, nor regeneration objectives.  

Indeed, I am aware that since these schemes were built, other development has 

taken place close to them.  I therefore argue that such facilities do not undermine 

regeneration objectives.  
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8.5 We have also been involved with comparable projects – such as an airport project 

on a semi-derelict Ministry of Defence site in an area with a high degree of 

deprivation.  The landmark buildings on that site have been instrumental in 

significant economic regeneration of that area. 

8.6 I would also draw attention to the cover of Cornwall Council’s report, ‘Cornwall 

Centralised Energy from Waste Facility, Site Search Report’ July 2006 [CD G3].  

The image that the Council has used is of the SITA facility in the Isle of Man.  This 

is located in a rural area and although its capacity is less than the planned CERC, it 

provides clear demonstration that it is possible to site a facility of this type in a 

sensitive landscape and for it to contribute to the area rather than detract from it.  It 

also demonstrates substantial on-going community involvement, particularly, in 

respect of education. 

8.7 At this point in my Proof I therefore conclude that there is no basis for the 

suggested reason for refusal that development of the CERC would undermine the 

regeneration objectives of the clay country Strategic Investment Framework. 

8.8 It is, furthermore, my opinion that the proposed development should be one that the 

local community should support.  It will provide a clear example of an enlightened 

approach to waste management in Cornwall, a prominent symbol of renewable 

energy and offer significant opportunities for improving understanding and 

education about more sustainable ways to manage waste.  In my opinion it serves 

regeneration objectives in a far more positive way than the continuation of wide 

scale and unsightly landfill. 
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9.0 Assessment of Victoria Site 

9.1 This section sets out my findings of a landscape appraisal of the Victoria site, 

which was one of two alternative sites for the Cornwall Energy Recovery Centre 

(CERC). The analysis was carried out during June and July of 2009.  The purpose 

of the study was to identify the relative potential landscape and visual issues arising 

from locating the CERC on the Victoria site in comparison with the current 

proposed site at Rostowrack  Farm near St Dennis.  

9.2 For the purposes of this study, on the advice of Mr Barrowcliffe, I have taken the 

stack height to be the same height as the proposals, i.e. 120m above existing ground 

level.  The main building and other structures would be of the same scale.  At 

Victoria, the building would be 45m above existing levels.  A layout plan prepared 

for the purposes of initial assessment is illustrated in figure GC078.  ZVIs of the 

extent of potential visibility of the proposals on both sites are illustrated in figures 

GC018 and GC019. 

9.3 This appraisal was not carried out to the same level of detail as that applied to the 

application site but follows a similar process.  

Landscape and visual appraisal of the Victoria site 

9.4 The Victoria site is located adjacent to an established industrial estate north of the 

village of Roche and south of the A30.  The nearest landscape designation is an 

Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) approximately 2km to the north.  The 

closest Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is approximately 10km to the 

north.   There are non-landscape designations in the area including a Special Area 

of Conservation (SAC).  The Luxulyan Valley World Heritage Site (WHS) lies 6 

km to the south east.  Cornwall Council's archaeological unit have categorised the 

landmass of Cornwall into historic landscape character zones. The site including 

the access road is within the "Anciently Enclosed Land" (AEL) zone.   

Effects on the landscape character of the site 
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9.5 The site is located on fields bounded by Cornish hedges.  Part of the northern 

boundary is a railway line.  Subject to detail design, it is probable that the proposals 

would remove and relocate a moderate length of Cornish hedge.  It is also likely 

that an area of AEL would be removed.   

Effects on the landscape character of the area within 5km of site 

9.6 The extent of ZVI for the proposed 120m high stack and 45m high building shows 

an expected area of concentrated visibility surrounding the site extending 

approximately 5km in all directions mainly due to the relatively gentle topography 

surrounding Victoria.  The more dramatic topography of the clay country 2km to 

the south, reduces the extent of views further to the south.  

9.7 The landscape character area within which the site is located is ‘CA20 Mid 

Cornwall Moors’. Other character areas lie within the 5km radius, including 'CA33 

Camel and Allen Valleys', 'CA14, Newlyn Downs' and 'CA17, Hensbarrow or St 

Austell China Clay Area'.  These areas are described in the Cornwall and Isles of 

Scilly Landscape Character Study 2009 and are predominantly rural.  

9.8 Although the existing industrial development at Victoria has some existing 

influence on the landscape character, this effect extends to a relatively limited area 

as the buildings are in the range of 8- 20m.  The proposed 45m high building and 

120m high stack are of a much larger scale than existing buildings in the area and 

the local topography is small scale and gently undulating.  As a result much of the 

building would appear as a stark skyline feature. This would probably represent a 

medium to large change in the landscape character of the affected parts of CA20 

and CA33, 14 and 17. 

Effects on the landscape character of the wider landscape (5-15km radius) 

9.9 The Landscape Character Areas of the wider landscape are described in the 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study.  The ZVI suggests that a 

large part of this wider area including several Character Areas would be affected by 

views of the proposals.    
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9.10 The areas of wider landscape within the ZVI, which would be potentially affected 

by visibility of the proposals, are almost wholly rural in character, although the 

china clay landform and scarring is a visible feature in many of the views.  There 

are also some large man-made structures such as wind farms, communications 

masts and electricity transmission towers, which also feature in the landscape and 

influence its character.  The scale and massing of the CERC building would be 

significantly larger when compared to existing buildings in its vicinity.   

9.11 In the zone between 5 and 10km from Victoria for most of the wider landscape, at a 

distance of over 5km, the building stack and plume would be seen in a mainly rural 

context and would result in mainly moderate changes in the perceived character of 

the wider landscape in that zone   As many of the areas of landscape affected are of 

medium and high importance, the significance of the effects would be substantial 

adverse.   

9.12 In the zone 10-15km, the changes to the landscape character would be mainly small 

and as many of the areas of landscape affected are of medium and high importance, 

the significance of the effects would be slight to moderate adverse. 

Effects on views 

Views from local settlements and transport corridors 

9.13 The closest views of the proposals will be experienced by those people living and 

working at or near to Victoria and by those travelling on the adjacent roads and 

railway. The proposals would result in a large magnitude of change, and the 

significance of the effect would be substantial adverse. 

9.14 Roche  is the  closest large settlement to the site.  The topography of Roche dips 

away from Victoria, but the proposals would be visible to varying extents, from 

perhaps several hundred houses.  The proposals would be seen as a skyline feature 

out of scale with the local topography and buildings.  The significance of the effect 

would be substantial adverse. 

Views from local landscape (5km radius)) 
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9.15 Visibility is limited to the south by the high ground associated with the china clay 

area.  However, the proposals would be visible from several small  settlements and 

farmsteads along the north-facing slopes of the edge of the china clay area and from 

public access land at Hensbarrow and the restored heathland at Carluddon. The 

significance of the effect would be substantial adverse.   

9.16 The proposals would be visible from much of the landscape between Victoria and 

the A391 corridor to the east.  This would include settlements such as Bugle, 

Molinnis, Lockengate, Criggan and Carbis as well as several smaller hamlets and 

farmsteads and the A30 and A391  The significance of the effect would be very 

substantial adverse. 

9.17 The proposals would be a dominant feature in views from the A30 corridor 

westbound.  The local area to the west is relatively sparsely populated, with only a 

few small settlements and farmsteads on Goss Moor and the downlands. The 

proposals would be a distinctive skyline feature at odds with the generally rural 

character of the views.  The significance of the effect would be very substantial 

adverse. 

Views from the wider landscape area 5-10km  

9.18 To the south east, the proposals would be visible from ridges of high ground around 

the Luxulyan Valley area 5-9km from Victoria including a small part of the WHS 

area. Further to the east and north east, the proposals would be visible from a short 

section of A30 6-7km east of Victoria, south of Lanivet and from limited areas of 

high ground. In views which are predominantly rural, the significance of the effect 

would be substantial adverse. 

.9.19 To the west and south west the proposals would be visible from a 3km section of 

the A30 east of Indian Queens and a swathe of landscape to the north and south of 

the A30. In views that are predominantly rural but with an important element of 

industrial and residential development. The significance of the effects would be 

moderate adverse. 
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9.20 To the north, the proposals would be visible from the ridge extending between St 

Breock Downs and Denzell Downs. including a section of the A39 at Winnards 

Perch. In views which are predominantly rural, the significance of the effect would 

be substantial adverse. 

Views from the wider landscape area 10-15km radius 

 9.21 Views from these areas are from ridges and high ground in relatively sparsely 

populated areas of farmland. Views are predominantly rural but the landform of the 

china clay area is a significant characteristic of many views.  In most views only 

the stack would be perceptible but this would not be dominant in the skyline. The 

significance of the effect would vary with distance and degree of visibility between 

slight and moderate adverse. 

Comparison of landscape and visual effects of proposals at Victoria and 
Rostowrack Farm 

Effects on site landscape resources 

9.22 It is assumed for the purposes of this study that the land area for the Victoria site 

would be the same as for the Rostowrack site.  Both the Victoria and Rostowrack 

sites are undeveloped farmland and are in the 'Anciently Enclosed Land' (AEL) 

historic landscape characterisation zone.  They also both require access roads that 

would cross farmland involving the removal/relocation of Cornish hedges.  The 

Victoria site would involve less length of access road.  On balance, the Victoria site 

would involve less removal of  farmland and Cornish hedge. 

Effects on local landscape character (area within 5km radius) 

9.23 The landscape context of the Victoria site is more rural in character than the 

Rostowrack site context.  Although the Victoria Business Park has a large number 

of industrial and commercial buildings, they are not prominent in the local 

landscape to the same extent as the Parkandillick Dryers are in the local landscape 

of the Rostowrack site.  Moreover, there is not the concentration of industrial 

features extending over the landscape that is a particular characteristic of the area of 
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Rostowrack.  The landform of the area surrounding the Victoria site is of rolling 

farmland and there is no large scale topographical feature closer than 2km and no 

buildings of a similar scale. As a result, the proposals will stand starkly on the 

skyline in contrast to the moderate topography and rural characteristic of its setting. 

By contrast, the dramatic topography of the setting of the Rostowrack site and the 

large industrial buildings of Parkandillick Dryers appear substantially more in scale 

with the proposals.  

Effects on wider landscape character 

9.24 The extent to which the Victoria and Rostowrack sites affect the character of the 

wider landscape is largely determined by local topography.  The Victoria site has 

no significant topography to limit views in the immediate area of the site and 

therefore there is a larger amount of visible structure visible in the landscape.  By 

contrast, the topography surrounding three sides of the bowl of landscape in which 

the Rostowrack site is located, limit the amount of structure visible.  As a result, 

although the ZVI studies appear to show that the buildings would be visible from a 

similar amount of wider landscape, for the Rostowrack site, the amount of visible 

building would be substantially less.  The effects of the stack would also be greater 

as the lack of mitigating topography would allow a greater visible height of stack.  

Effects on local views 

9.25 The Victoria site is a similar distance from residential properties as Rostowrack.  

Like Rostowrack, there are properties very close to the proposals at Penstraze Lane 

at Victoria station and Trebenny and Trebilcock.  Also, like Rostowrack, the main 

settlement, Roche is approximately 400m from the probable location of the CERC 

buildings.   The main differences lie in the relative topography of the viewpoints 

and the proposals and the different contexts of the views.  St Dennis is on a hillside 

and therefore many of the views from the village look down on the site.  As a 

result, for many of those views, the proposals are not seen as a skyline feature with 

the exception of the stack.  The proposals are also seen in the industrial context 

described in paragraphs 5.57 to 5.72.  Roche is mainly orientated sloping away 

from the site and therefore there are possibly less views of the proposals.  However, 
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in the available views, the proposals will be seen as stark skyline features at odds 

with the predominantly rural character of the views northwards from Roche. 

Effects on wider views 

9.26 The extent to which the Victoria and Rostowrack sites affect views from the wider 

area of landscape is also largely determined by local topography as described in 

paragraph 6.10.  Although the area of landscape affected by views would be similar 

to Rostowrack, the available visible height of building and stack would be 

substantially greater for views from the landscape surrounding the Victoria site 

making it appear in most views as a skyline feature or a feature at odds with the 

scale of its landscape setting.   

Conclusion 

9.27 Victoria and Rostowrack have different site characteristics that set them apart in 

respect of the degree and nature of landscape and visual impacts.  Rostowrack has a 

strong industrial context that is visibly influential and wide-spread over the local 

landscape.  In contrast, the Victoria site has the neighbouring large industrial estate, 

the visual influence of this on the character of the local landscape is limited to the 

immediate area and it is the rural characteristics that are more dominant.  

Rostowrack Farm has a large-scale man-made topography in close proximity that 

assimilates the scale of the CERC building.  The closest similar topography to 

Victoria is 2km away. The encircling topography around Rostowrack Farm plays 

an important part in reducing the volume of visible structure from the wider 

landscape.  There is no equivalent limiting factor in reducing the visibility of the 

Victoria proposal. It is probable that less views from residential property in Roche 

are affected than St Dennis, Trerice and Treviscoe.  However, the adverse effects 

on the local and wider landscape character and on views from the wider landscape 

would be significantly greater. On balance, the Rostowrack Farm site is assessed as 

having less landscape and visual impact than the Victoria site. 
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10.0 Landscape issues raised by Rule 6 Parties 

10.1 I have reviewed the Statements of Case of the Rule 6 Parties.  Two of these, St 

Dennis Parish Council and the St Dennis Anti-Incinerator Group (STIG) contain 

statements in respect of landscape. 

10.2 The statements of St Dennis Parish Council and STIG are similar and state that: 

a. ‘… the proposed scheme will do irreparable harm to the local community with 

regards to visual impact from many view points.’ 

b. ‘The proposal would have an unacceptable impact on the landscape due to its 

scale, size and proximity.’ 

c. ‘There will be significant encroachment into undeveloped countryside and loss of 

Cornish hedges.’ 

d. ‘…huge visual impact… just 400 metres from the nearest homes.’ 

e. ‘… destruction of 200 year old Cornish hedges as well as a Gold Band status 

footpath.’ 

f. ‘… overbearing impact… blight…’ 

g. ‘… adversely affect the landscape character of the area and harm the visual 

amenity for local residents.’ 

h. ‘..severe adverse impact…significant level of harm… 

i. ‘…photomontages produced by SITA attempt to play down the visual impact of 

the complex by carefully selecting viewpoints and positioning items in the 

foreground of the photographs to offset the mass of the proposed buildings and 

stack.’ 
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j. ‘… regeneration ambitions of the area could be undermined…much of the 

landscape of the China Clay Area has been lost to extraction… now is the time 

for landscape regeneration…’ 

10.3 I do not agree with much of the language used by St Dennis Parish Council and 

STIG.  I disagree with the unqualified terms: 

a. irreparable harm 

b. unacceptable impact 

c. significant encroachment 

d. huge 

e. destruction 

f. overbearing 

10.4 As I have stated above, I do accept that there will be visual impacts from this 

proposal.  However, the ES and this proof has carefully explained the nature and 

scale of these impacts and in my view this is the correct approach.  Specifically: 

a. I accept that there will be visual impact and harm from some viewpoints and for 

some properties.  I consider that ‘irreparable harm to the local community’ is a 

significant overstatement of this impact and harm. 

b. Again, I accept that there is visual impact and harm, but taking account of all of 

the factors I have outlined in earlier sections of this Proof, I consider that the 

level of impact is not unacceptable. 

c. The area of the CERC itself is 14.6 hectares, all within the boundary of the St 

Austell China Clay boundary as defined by Policy CC1 of the Minerals Local 

Plan.  This is a smaller area than that occupied by the china clay driers and plant 

immediately to the south west.  The majority of the CERC site has in any case 
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been allocated in the Minerals Local Plan for plant related to the china clay 

operations.  Claiming that this is a ‘significant encroachment into undeveloped 

countryside’ is not in my view a correct assessment.  Whilst I accept that the 

proposals site is large, it is a small addition to the industrial nature of the wide 

china clay area.  The fields in which the CERC is proposed are, clearly, currently 

undeveloped.  However, their location within the china clay area means that this 

area could have been developed at any time for processing and refining clay and 

for other plant and ancillary operations (paragraph 7.45 of the Minerals Local 

Plan [CD D7] or for the disposal of china clay waste.  The appeal proposals do 

not affect any land that is currently undeveloped countryside where there is either 

a policy restriction on development or no foreseeable chance of development. 

d. At paragraphs 5.92 – 5.97 above, I show in more detail than was in the ES those 

parts of St Dennis that will have clear, uninterrupted views of the CERC.  I 

accept that for those properties there will be visual impacts.  I consider that the 

statement that ‘Both Treviscoe and St Dennis would be adversely affected … as 

well as the huge visual impact of this plant sitting on our southern skyline just 

400 metres from the nearest homes.’ gives a misleading impression.  This implies 

that the whole of each village will be affected.  It also suggests that the ‘southern 

skyline’ will be affected.  As I have shown in Figures GC074 - 077 appended to 

my Proof, some areas within St Dennis to the north east and Trevisco to the south 

west will have views of the facility but it is not the plant alone that will be 

visible.  As the photomontages clearly show, there are already china clay waste 

spoil heaps, buildings and other chimneys in these same views (GC 024, 025 and 

027).  I would also point out that the distance of 400 metres is considerable.  The 

Minerals Local Plan, in identifying the areas where either china clay treatment 

plant or possibly the tipping of china clay waste would be appropriate also shows 

a buffer zone between this potential development and the edge of the settlements.  

These buffer zones are in the region of 100 – 150 metres wide, considerably less 

than the distance between the CERC and some of the properties in these 

communities.   

e. I have addressed the issue of the Cornish hedges in Section 5 above.  Although 

some are to be removed, the overall net impact will be beneficial with the 
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creation of new Cornish hedges.  Indeed, 2220 metres of new Cornish hedge will 

be created. 

10.5 In addition, I strongly refute the suggestion that the photomontages have in some 

way been manipulated.  They have been prepared using standard good practice.  

Photographs have been taken from publicly accessible points which means, on 

occasions, that foreground objects or vegetation is in view.  I would emphasise again, 

also, that many of the photomontages prepared for the Environmental Statement 

actually present the position to be worse than it would be in reality.  The new work, 

to a greater level of detail clearly shows that the originals, in the many instances, 

exaggerated the adverse impacts.   

10.6 I am aware that St Dennis Parish Council and the St Dennis Anti-Incinerator Group 

have produced alternative photographic montages.  I find many of these inaccurate 

and misleading.  As an example, I draw to the Inspector’s attention my view of Fore 

Street (GC061).  The street is a mix of residential and commercial buildings of 

differing periods and styles.  They are also of varying heights and the street has a 

moderate level of enclosure.  A gap between buildings on the north side of the street 

allows views out.  This is one of the few views in which the existing Parkandillick 

Dryers, though visible are not easily perceived.  I draw attention to my version of 

STIG’s view show in figure GC061 and ask the Inspector to compare this with the 

STIG document version.  The main difference is that the context of the view is 

removed by cropping.  Secondly, STIG have removed the overhead power lines.  

Thirdly, the proposed CERC is incorrectly positioned and is grossly exaggerated 

through the cropping or zooming effect of the limited field of view employed. 

10.6 Finally, there is no evidence to suggest that the proposals will harm regeneration.  

Landscape regeneration may be a desirable objective, balanced perhaps against the 

desirability of retaining the unique landscape created by the presence of china clay.  

However, the scale of the china clay area is such that it cannot be reasonable to 

suggest that the relative small CERC site makes a substantive difference to this. 
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11.0 Conclusion 

11.1 The Rostowrack site has been identified by the Council as suitable for an Energy 

from Waste plant.  This identification followed extensive work to identify the best 

location within Cornwall for such a facility and then the best site within the general 

area of search.  This careful evaluation was undertaken over a long period of time, 

involving a range of officers and consultants, including landscape architects.  It has 

been acknowledged through this process that in the context of Cornwall, it is not 

possible to ‘hide’ large waste facilities. 

11.2 For this reason, a strategy was agreed not to attempt to ‘hide’ it but to develop the 

design for a landmark building.  The building has been designed to reflect the 

topography of the site and its surroundings.  The roofscape in particular not only 

reflects the original topography of the area, but by flowing down to near ground 

level help to minimise the perceived scale and massing of the building.  Particular 

attention has been paid to materials – which are of high quality and not normally 

associated with an industrial building.  The colours have been specifically chosen to 

blend into the area. 

11.3 The Rostowrack Farm site is immediately adjacent to a major industrial site related 

to large mining areas in the vicinity.  As such, this is not open countryside.  It is 

however an industrial area where an energy facility is not inappropriate.  The 

provision of this landmark building will serve to reduce the current poor 

appearance of this industrial area.  This building will contribute to rather than 

detract from regeneration objectives. 

11.4 A large part of the site is in fact identified for potential industrial facilities 

associated with the china clay workings.  It is implicit therefore that it has already 

been determined that in principle development of this site for industrial type 

activities (which of necessity require large buildings) is acceptable. 

11.5 Furthermore, around Rostowrack Farm the landscape has the capacity to change. 

This is a unique characteristic of this area.  
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11.6 In addition to this, the site does not directly affect any designated areas of 

landscape importance.  The topography also limits the extent to which the proposed 

facility has indirect impacts on such protected areas. 

11.7 The only local description of landscape character affected appears to be the 

‘Anciently Enclosed Land’ although the Council no longer considers this to be 

correct and this area is actually ‘Recently Enclosed Land’. 

11.8 I conclude that there is no significant adverse impact on the character or quality of 

the Cornish landscape and the loss of a small area of the AGHV would not 

constitute a major adverse impact. 

11.9 The design of the proposed buildings contributes to this conclusion.  I have 

explained in detail that it was agreed with Cornwall that the facility should be 

designed as a landmark building.  The building has been modified in the light of 

consultation and these modifications have further helped to minimise its impact on 

the character and quality of the landscape on adverse visual impacts.  It is not 

possible to hide a facility of this type.  However, the design of this building assists, 

to a significant degree, to minimise adverse impacts. 

11.10 The landscape around the buildings has also been designed to mitigate the inherent 

impacts arising from the nature and scale of this facility. 

11.11 I accept that there is visual impact.  This is mostly a visual impact affecting 

residents living close to the site.  The nature and scale of this varies.  The 

Environmental Statement was conservative and my evidence demonstrates that a 

more detailed appraisal of visual impacts shows the general descriptions originally 

provided clearly show the worst case.  I accept that for some residents there will be 

a significant change to their views although this is in an area where the china clay 

mining operations and associated activities also give rise to significant and 

continual landscape changes.  In my professional opinion, the appeal site lies in an 

area which is capable of accommodating change and this is an unusual 

characteristic in Cornwall.  
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11.12 I accept too, that there will be changes to the experience for walkers on the public 

rights of way.  However, I consider that this is an issue that has been dealt with well 

by the proposals and overall I consider there will be a net benefit by virtue of the 

improvements to the paths around the waste facility and by the introduction of a 

significant net increase in Cornish hedges. 

11.13 The adverse visual impacts are, therefore, essentially local, however even these are 

set against a backdrop of other large scale and extensive industrial structures and 

landscapes. 

11.14 Despite extensive search by the former Cornwall County Council and by SITA, no 

other site has been found that meets the operational requirements of the facility but 

that offers any reduced landscape impact. 

11.15 I conclude that SITA has striven to ensure that all landscape and visual impacts 

have been fully taken into account and that adverse effects have been managed and 

mitigated to a significant extent.  In the context of the clearly established need for 

this facility, as set out in the evidence of others, I conclude, on balance, that the 

local visual impacts are acceptable. 
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Annex A: Description of Views  

Viewpoint V1 from Footpath 2 (GC022) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

The viewpoint is 550m from the main CERC site looking west.  Bodella Farm, the property 
immediately west of the site is set low into a stream valley in the middle distance and is not 
prominent.  The Cornish hedge field boundaries of the site are visible and seen as part of the 
area of agricultural land on the edge of the China Clay area. The context for the view is set 
by the predominantly man-made topography of the China Clay works of Rostowrack Down 
and the large industrial complex of the Parkandillick Dryers.  The scene is dominated by the 
industrial works with spoil heaps and flues penetrating the skyline.  More distantly to the 
east, the village of St Dennis on the west facing slopes and the church of St Denys on Carne 
Hill enclose the landscape to the east.  
 

Change arising from proposals 

The access road route passes close to the right of the viewpoint in front of the Parkandillick 
works and would not be a prominent feature.  The main building would link visually with 
the Parkandillick Dryers and would obscure part of the view of St Dennis.  Part of the main 
building and most of the stack and plume would be skyline features. 
 

The existing silo building and flues penetrate the skyline and the overall scene is dominated 
by the man-made topography of the restored tip, associated works contrasted against the 
pastureland. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Viewpoint V2 adjacent to public footpath 31 (GC023) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint V2 is adjacent to the public footpath emerging from the north east edge of 
Treviscoe.  The site fields and boundaries are screened by intervening Cornish hedges and 
due to the topography and height of the banks, the area of farmland seen in the foreground is 
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restricted to the field within which the viewpoint is located.  The dominant features of the 
view are the Treviscoe tip, an area of restored waste tip and the jagged topography of 
Rostowrack Downs that enclose the landscape to the south and the industrial complex of 
Parkandillick Dryers.  More distantly to the north east, the village of St Dennis is set against 
the west facing slopes, with the lower parts of the village being obscured by intervening 
vegetation and topography. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The access road route passes ahead of the viewpoint, beyond the hedge lines and would not 
be a prominent feature although refuse collection vehicles would be evident.  The main 
building would link visually with the Parkandillick Dryers and would obscure part of the 
view of St Dennis.  Part of the main building and most of the stack and plume would be 
skyline features. 
 
Visual receptor importance: High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Viewpoint V3 at the car park of St Denys' Church on Carne Hill (GC024) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V3 is 1.1km from the site looking south west.  It provides a panoramic vantage 
point looking mainly west.  The focus of the view is the bowl of landscape surrounded by 
the dramatic china clay topography.  The built-up area of St Dennis is principally to the 
south of the viewpoint and beyond the village, the view is enclosed by the high ground of 
Rostowrack Downs and the conical tips.  Alongside older buildings more modern 
bungalows are seen in the foreground.  Further to the south west, the Parkandillick Dryers 
are a large and dominant feature located at the foot of the Rostowrack tips.  The appeal site 
fields are visible adjacent to the Parkandillick Dryers.  Further to the west, the china clay 
topography partly encloses the view, but the rural landscape lying further west beyond the 
china clay skyline is only visible through gaps between the tips.  The quarry faces of the 
active Wheal Remfry works are a dominant and ever changing element of the view.  The 
landscape to the north is a patchwork of fields and scrub vegetation but with a scattering of 
industrial elements including the visually dominant power station and associated sub-station, 
electricity transmission towers, commercial buildings at Indian Queens and traffic on the 
A30.  
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Change arising from proposals  

The main CERC building and ash handling building will be seen as an extension to the 
already dominant industrial area and will extend further into the area of fields and scrub.  
The building will not appear as a skyline feature but the stack and plume would.  The 
substantial area of native planting would help anchor the proposals into its landscape setting.  
The curve of the CERC roof is seen in context mirroring the profile of the Treviscoe tip.  A 
substantial and cohesive area of the field pattern remains. 
 

Visual receptor importance:  Medium/High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Very substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
Viewpoint V4 from Kellow Road (GC025) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V4 is from a pedestrian path at the lower end of Kellow Road, looking south 
west, overlooking open space south of the working mens club on Fore Street.  There are 
several viewpoints in the central elevated area of St Dennis, including Fore Street, but this 
view is considered to be one of the clearer views of the site, with less and lower level, 
intervening development. The elevated position and low buildings in the intervening area, 
allows views westwards out over the lower part of St Dennis toward the area of fields 
between St Dennis and the china clay area to the west.   The Parkandillick Dryers and 
associated flues are a prominent industrial skyline feature in the view and the existing 
industrial development is juxtaposed with the modern bungalows in the foreground.  There 
is more intervening development in these views than for the northern part of St Dennis 
represented by V1.    
 

Change arising from proposals  
The main CERC building and ash handling building will be additional industrial buildings 
extending further into the area of fields and scrub.  The building will appear as a partial 
skyline feature as would most of the stack and plume.  The curve of the CERC roof is seen 
in context mirroring the profile of the Treviscoe tip.  A substantial and cohesive area of the 
field pattern remains beyond the appeal site. 
 

Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
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Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint V5 from Hendra Prazey (GC026) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V5 is from Hendra Prazey 300m from the site looking south west. The low lying 
position allows limited views westwards out to the area of fields much of which (including 
the site) is screened by intervening regenerating vegetation and topography of the redundant 
tips which lie between Rostowrack Farm and Hendra Prazey.  The Parkandillick Dryers are 
not prominent, with only the stack and plumes visible.  Treviscoe tip is visible as a skyline 
feature. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main CERC building and to a lesser extent, the ash handling building will be additional 
industrial buildings rising above the regenerating area of scrub.  The building will appear as 
a skyline feature as would most of the stack and plume.  The curve of the CERC roof is seen 
in context mirroring the profile of the Treviscoe tip.  The area of fields currently visible 
would remain visible. 
 

Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Very substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V6 from Gothers Road (GC027) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V6 is from Gothers Road 1.4km from the site looking south westwards.  The 
elevated location allows limited views westwards towards the site.  The two stack and 
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plumes of the Parkandillick Dryers are visible, but the buildings and the appeal site fields 
are not as development at St Dennis intervenes in the view.  Beyond the foreground fields, 
development at St Dennis occupies most of the middle distance view.  The china clay 
topography to the west encloses the view and the quarry faces and tipping at Wheal Remfry 
is particularly prominent and dominates the scene. 
  
Change arising from proposals  

The main CERC building will not be a prominent feature in the view as it will sit below the 
skyline and would be substantially screened by topography and existing development.  The 
stack and plume will be a skyline feature seen in the context of the industrial topography 
forming a backdrop to the view.  The curve of the CERC roof is seen in context mirroring 
the profile of the Treviscoe tip.  Generally the proposals are subsumed into the scene with 
the flue being the most evident new feature. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint V7 from C184 south of Trerice Manor Farm (GC028) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint V7 is from the C184, 1.3km from the site looking eastwards. The appeal site 
fields and boundaries are screened by intervening hedges and due to the topography and 
height of the banks, the area of farmland visible is principally that around Carne Hill and the 
fields close to the viewpoint.  The dominant features of the view are the Treviscoe tip, an 
area of restored waste tip and the jagged man-made topography of Rostowrack Downs that 
enclose the landscape to the south and the industrial complex of Parkandillick Dryers. To 
the south east, the village of St Dennis on the west facing slopes and the church of St Denys 
on Carne Hill enclose the landscape.  The industrial nature of the middle distance view 
together with the spoil heaps contrasts with the smooth contours of Carne Hill.  To the west 
the power station and associated pylons form the middle ground. 
 

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would link visually with the Parkandillick Dryers and would obscure a 
small part of the view of the Hendra Road area of St Dennis.  The main building would not 
be a skyline feature and would not be an immediately prominent structure, especially in the 
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context of the neighbouring Parkandillick Dryers. The form of the building would assimilate 
with the curved forms of the Rostowrack Downs topography.  The stack and plume would 
be a skyline feature. Neither the access nor haul roads would be visible, but the top section 
of the refuse collection vehicles would be visible using the short section of C184 between 
La Mount and The Hawthornes in the middle distance.  No refuse vehicles would be evident 
in the road in the foreground near view.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

 Viewpoint V8 from footpath 16 (GC029) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint V8 is from the stile junction with the lane immediately south of Rockwenna near 
Trerice Terrace, 700m from the site looking south eastwards.  The view is taken whilst 
standing on the style.  The site fields and boundaries are partly screened by intervening 
hedges.  The dominant features of the view are the jagged topography of Rostowrack Downs 
that enclose the landscape to the south and the industrial complex of Parkandillick Dryers in 
the middle ground. To the south east, the Hendra road end  of the village of St Dennis is 
visible.  The existing scene is predominantly industrial in nature with the flues breeching the 
skyline of the tip. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would occupy a similar area of the view as the Parkandillick Dryers and 
would obscure part of the existing complex and be assimilated into the complex of 
buildings.  The main building would be seen mainly against the background topography and 
only a small section would appear as a skyline feature. The stack and plume would be a 
skyline feature. Neither the access or haul roads would be visible. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
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Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint V9 from near Carsella Farm (GC030) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V9 is from the lane at the entrance to Carsella Farm, 600m from the appeal site 
looking south. The site fields and boundaries uphill from the viewpoint are visible, but not a 
prominent part of the view.  The view is obtained through intermittent breaks in the 
hedgerow and is predominantly industrial in nature.  The private playing fields are the 
foreground view.  The dominant features of the view are the jagged topography of 
Rostowrack Downs that enclose the landscape to the south and the industrial complex of 
Parkandillick Dryers that extends over a wide part of the field of view.  Two existing stacks 
and plumes break the skyline. To the south east, the Hendra Road end  of the village of St 
Dennis is visible.  
 

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would obscure the western part of the Parkandillick Dryers and would be 
seen against the background topography of Treviscoe tip and would closely mirror the form 
of the topography. The stack and plume would be a skyline feature. Neither the access or 
haul roads would be visible.  The proposals would form part of an extension to the existing 
complex of buildings into the field in the middle view. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V10 from Goss Moor (GC031) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint V10 is from public access land at Goss Moor, 2km from the site looking south. 
The site is not visible, but the waste heap at Treviscoe and the stack and plumes of the 
Parkandillick Dryers are visible on the skyline, but are not a prominent part of the view. The 
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dominant features of the view are the area of moorland vegetation and the power lines and 
transmission towers which frame the view.  Carne Hill is visible to the south east.  
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be just perceptible but the stack and plume would be the main 
visible feature, appearing as a skyline feature.  
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13c Goss and Red Moors 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V11 from Stamps Hill (GC032) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint V11 is from the C184, 1.8km from the site looking south east.  The site fields are 
visible, sloping towards the viewpoint in front of the Parkandillick buildings in the middle 
distance.  The dominant features of the view are the jagged man-made topography of 
Rostowrack and Treleavour Downs that enclose the landscape to the south and the industrial 
complex of Parkandillick Dryers. To the south east, the village of St Dennis is clearly visible 
on the west facing slopes.  The continually changing tip landform west of the C184 encloses 
the view to the west.  The scene is dominated by the dramatic skyline form of the waste tips 
with the industrial complex and St Dennis sitting below. 
 

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would occupy a similar area of the view as the Parkandillick Dryers and 
would obscure part of the existing complex.  The main building would be seen as an 
addition to an already industrialised area of St Dennis entirely against the background 
topography and would not be a skyline feature. The stack and plume would be a skyline 
feature. Neither the access or haul roads or traffic would be significant features or changes 
in the view. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Medium 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
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Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V12 from the A30 (GC033) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case summer view) 

Viewpoint V12 is from the A30 2.4km from the site looking south east.  The scrub 
vegetation of Goss Moor extends from the near to middle distance.  The farmland between 
Goss Moor and  St Dennis is visible beyond Goss Moor, including the appeal site fields 
sloping towards the viewpoint.  The jagged topography of the china clay mining area form a 
dramatic backdrop. The view has several industrial features, including the power station, a 
concentration of electricity transmission towers and lines that are prominent skyline features 
adding vertical emphasis and the Parkandillick Dryers complex. To the east of the site, the 
village of St Dennis is clearly visible on the west facing slopes.  
 

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would occupy a similar area of the view as the Parkandillick Dryers and 
would obscure part of the existing complex.  The main building would be seen entirely 
against the background topography and would not be a skyline feature. The stack and plume 
would be a skyline feature. Neither the access or haul roads or traffic would be significant 
features or changes in the view. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Medium 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13c Goss and Red Moors 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V13 from the A30 (GC034) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
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Viewpoint V13 is from the A30 over bridge looking south west.  The scrub vegetation and 
fields of Goss Moor extends from the near to middle distance. The jagged topography of the 
china clay mining area forms a dramatic backdrop. Electricity transmission towers and lines 
are prominent skyline features of the view.  Carne Hill and Treviscoe tip are visible.  The 
scene is one of a mix of rural landscape, bisected by the new A30 and interspersed with 
concentrations of industrial development.  The strings of pylons are a feature of the middle 
view. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be entirely screened by the topography of Carne Hill and only the 
upper part of the stack and plume would be visible as a skyline feature.  This would not be a 
prominent feature in the context of several transmission towers breaking the skyline. 
 
Visual receptor importance:   High 
Magnitude of change:  Medium 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13c Goss and Red Moors 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint V14 from Bodmin (GC035) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 
Viewpoint V14 is from 'The Beacon' in Bodmin 15km from the site looking south west. The 
clay area is distant from the viewpoint and the view is predominantly rural with the 
backdrop of clay area topography and communication tower forming part of the skyline.  
The site is hidden by topography on the skyline.   
  

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be entirely screened by the topography.  Although difficult to 
discern, it would be possible to see the upper part of the stack and plume would be visible as 
a very faint skyline feature on days of good visibility.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Slight adverse 
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Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

 Viewpoint V15 from Roche (GC036) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

Viewpoint V15 is taken from the B3274 on the northern edge of Roche looking south west. 
Roche is on high ground 5km from the site looking south west. The view towards the site 
includes farmland on the north facing slopes between Roche and St. Dennis, but also tips on 
the northern edge of Whitemoor and older conical tips are evident.  Carne Hill is a 
distinctive feature and the chimneys of Parkandillick Dryers are visible beyond a low spur of 
intervening land.  
  

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be almost entirely screened by the topography of Carne Hill and 
only the very upper part of the building would be perceptible.  The stack and plume would 
be visible on the skyline.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint V16 from Watch Hill (GC037) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

Viewpoint V16 is of is taken from Watch Hill 3.7km from the site looking north west 
overlooking Foxhole.  Other mining settlements in the view include Nanpean.  The 
settlements are mainly set into the valleys.  The distinctive topography of the area south of 
the site forms the skyline of the view, although there are some low points in the topography 
allowing views of the Parkandillick Dryers stack and plumes and the Wheal Remfry quarry 
faces. The foreground view also includes farmland on the slopes of Watch Hill.  
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Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be almost entirely screened by the topography of Rostowrack and 
Treleavour Downs and the china clay tips and only the very upper part of the building would 
be perceptible.  The stack and plume would be visible on the skyline associated with other 
industrial features in a large scale industrial landscape.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint V17 from lane near Trelion (GC038) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 
Viewpoint V17 is taken from a lane 6km from the site looking north east.  The view towards 
the site includes the rural landscape in the near and middle distance.  As with this view, 
views north and east from the area currently experience views of the china clay industry 
expressed by the uneven skyline of tips, some restored to heathland or woodland, and others 
which are operational with distinctive white scarring. 
  

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would be almost entirely screened by the topography in the area of 
Treviscoe and only the very upper part of the building would be perceptible.  The stack and 
plume would be visible on the skyline and in view of the industrial nature of the activities in 
the distance this would be an addition to the scene.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 11 Central Cornwall, South-facing 
Landscape resource importance: Medium-high 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
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Viewpoint V18 from South Coast Central AONB (GC039) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

Viewpoint V18 is taken from a lane 12km from the site looking north east.  The view 
towards the site includes farmland typical of the rural landscape of the area.  As with this 
view, views north east from the area currently experience views of the china clay industry 
expressed by the uneven skyline of tips, some restored to heathland or woodland, and others 
operational with the distinctive white scarring. 
  
Change arising from proposals  

The main building would be almost entirely screened by the topography in the area of 
Treviscoe and at the viewing distance would be imperceptible.  The stack and plume would 
be visible but not prominent on the skyline.  In view of the industrial nature of the skyline 
and distance, the change would be assimilated into the existing scene.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 7b Fal Ria 
Landscape resource importance: Medium-high 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
V19 north of Trehane Vean, a hamlet 5km north east of Truro (GC040) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

Viewpoint V19 is taken from a lane 11km from the site looking north east.  The view 
towards the site is over farmland typical of the rural landscape of the area.  The backdrop to 
the view is the skyline of the china clay industry expressed by the uneven skyline of tips. 
  

Change arising from proposals  
The main building would be almost entirely screened by the topography in the area of 
Treviscoe and at the viewing distance would be imperceptible.  The stack and plume would 
be visible but not prominent on the skyline and in view of the industrial nature of the skyline 
and distance, the change would be assimilated into the existing scene.   
 
Visual receptor importance:   High 
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Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 11 Central Cornwall, South-facing 
Landscape resource importance: Medium-high 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

V20 500m south of the village of Mitchell (GC041) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

V20 is from a lane 500m south of the village of Mitchell, 9km from the site looking east.  
The view extends over an area of open farmland in the A30 corridor and includes a 
concentration of electricity transmission towers.  The china clay skyline forms the backdrop 
to the view. 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The proposals will be visible in the dip in the skyline at the Melbur works.  The top portion 
of the building would be perceptible but due to the distance and small amount of roof 
visible, it would be difficult to discern.  The stack and plume would be visible on the 
skyline, but would not be prominent. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 10 Central Cornwall, North-facing 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
V21 from the windfarm at Carland Cross (GC042) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 
V21 is from Carland Cross windfarm near to the A30 10.5km from the site looking east.  
The view extends over an area of open farmland in the A30 corridor and includes the busy 
A30.  The china clay skyline forms the backdrop to the view and the concentration of 
electricity transmission towers on the skyline at Fraddon. 
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Change arising from proposals 
The proposals will be visible in the dip in the skyline at the Melbur works.  The top of the 
building would be perceptible but due to the distance and small amount of roof visible, it 
would probably not be perceived.  The stack and plume would be visible on the skyline. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 10 Central Cornwall, North-facing 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
 

V22 from lane near Newlyn East (GC043) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

V22 is from a lane near Newlyn East 11.5km from the site looking east.  The view extends 
over an area of open farmland.  The china clay skyline forms the backdrop to the view as a 
distinctive uneven skyline of tips and restored hills 10 - 12km to the south east. The 
concentration of electricity transmission towers on the skyline at Fraddon is perceptible. 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The proposals will be visible in the dip in the skyline at the Melbur works.  The building 
would not be visible.  The stack and plume would be visible on the skyline, but not 
prominent. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 10 Central Cornwall, North-facing 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
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V23 from A3059 near Newquay Airport (GC044) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

V23 is from the A3059, 8km from site looking south east.  The view extends over an area of 
open farmland in the near and middle distance.  The china clay skyline forms the backdrop 
to the view as a distinctive uneven skyline of tips and restored hills. The concentration of 
electricity transmission towers on the skyline at Fraddon is perceptible.  Parkandillick 
Dryers is just visible beyond a rise of ground at Indian Queens.  St Dennis and Carne Hill 
are visible. 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The main building would be partly screened by the topography of Indian Queens. The upper 
part of the stack and plume would be visible as a skyline feature.  This would not be a 
prominent feature in the context of several transmission towers and masts breaking the 
skyline. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

V24 from the A39 at Winnards Perch 9.5km to the north of the site (GC045) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

V24 from the A39 at Winnards Perch 9.5km from the site looking south.  The view extends 
over an area of open farmland in the near and middle distance.  The china clay skyline forms 
the backdrop to the view as a distinctive uneven skyline of tips and restored hills. The 
concentration of electricity transmission towers on the skyline at Fraddon is perceptible.  
Parkandillick Dryers is visible against the backdrop of china clay topography.  St Dennis 
and Carne Hill are visible 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The main building would be seen against a background of hills and existing industrial 
buildings and would be difficult to discern.  The upper part of the stack and plume would be 
visible but it would not be a prominent feature in the context of the dramatic skyline and the 
distance of the viewpoint. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
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Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
V25 from Castle-an-Dinas on Castle Downs 5.5km north of the site (GC046) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 

V25 is from Castle-an-Dinas on Castle Downs 5.5km from the site looking south.  The view 
extends over an area of farmland in the near distance on the slopes of Castle Downs and the 
flat expanse of moorland vegetation of Goss Moor in the middle distance.  The china clay 
skyline forms the backdrop to the view as a distinctive uneven skyline of tips and restored 
hills. There is a noticeable concentration of electricity transmission towers in the landscape 
and this together with the traffic on the A30,  the power station and the china clay landscape 
gives the impression of a strong industrial element to the view.  Parkandillick Dryers and the 
site are visible but not prominent against the backdrop of china clay topography.  St Dennis 
and Carne Hill are visible 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The main building would be seen against a background of china clay topography and 
existing industrial buildings and would not be easily discernible.  The upper part of the stack 
and plume would be visible but it would not be a dominant feature in the context of the 
dramatic skyline and the distance of the viewpoint. 

 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
V26 St Breock Downs (GC047) 
 

Existing conditions (worst case autumn view) 
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V26 is from St Breock Downs 11km from the site looking south.  The view extends over an 
open area of hilly downland pasture and woodland. The china clay skyline forms the 
backdrop to the view as a distinctive uneven skyline of tips and restored hills. Parkandillick 
Dryers and the site are perceptible in the distance but are not prominent against the backdrop 
of china clay topography.  St Dennis and Carne Hill are visible 

 

Change arising from proposals 
The main building would be seen against a background of china clay topography and 
existing industrial buildings and would not be easily discernible.  The upper part of the stack 
and plume would be perceptible but it would be a small component of the wider view in the 
context of the dramatic skyline and the distance of the viewpoint. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 14 St Breock Downs and Bodmin 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint VA from Higher Treleavour (GC052) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint VA is from a footpath 800m from the site looking west. The elevated position 
allows views westwards out over the lower part of St Dennis toward the area of fields 
between St Dennis and the china clay area to the west.  The stacks and taller structures of the 
Parkandillick Dryers feature in the view, but the two fields of the appeal site are not visible. 
The Wheal Remfry and Melbur works are a prominent element of the view.  Also visible in 
the view are the power station, electricity transmission towers, traffic on the A30 and large 
commercial buildings at Indian Queens. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The topography will screen most of the lower parts of the CERC site.  The upper part of the 
CERC building will extend into the edge of the area of fields and scrub, but a substantial 
part of the rural framework of the area will remain visible and cohesive.  The building will 
remain below the skyline as would most of the stack.  The upper part of the stack and the 
plume would be a skyline feature alongside the existing stacks.  The curve of the CERC roof 
is seen in context mirroring the profile of the Treviscoe tip.  A substantial and cohesive area 
of the field pattern remains intact.  A short section of the access road in the La Mount area 
would be visible but would not be a prominent part of the view. 
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Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint VD from Gothers Road (GC053) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint VD is from Gothers Road 500m from the site looking north west. The elevated 
position allows views out over the Fal basin area. The Wheal Remfry works are a prominent 
element of the view.  Also visible in the view are the power station, electricity transmission 
towers, traffic on the A30 and large commercial buildings at Indian Queens.  Waste tips in 
the foreground partly obscure the Parkandillick Dryers and the extent of the site, with the 
stacks and more easterly buildings of Parkandillick being visible.  The existing stacks break 
the skyline. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The topography will screen most of the lower parts of the CERC site, including the main 
CERC building. The upper part of the stack and the plume would be a skyline feature but 
would be seen in close association with the two existing stacks.  The extent of Fal basin field 
and scrub seen in the view will not be affected. 
 
Visual receptor importance:   Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint VE from the entrance to Parkandillick Dryers (GC054) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
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Viewpoint VE is 800m from the site looking north from the entrance to Parkandillick 
Dryers, which is also footpath 14.  The elevated position allows views out over the Fal basin 
area. The Wheal Remfry works are a prominent element of the view.  Also visible in the 
view are the power station, electricity transmission towers, traffic on the A30 and large 
commercial buildings at Indian Queens.  Industrial buildings in the foreground obscure the 
site with the stacks breaking the skyline and the taller buildings of Parkandillick obscuring 
part of the view.  The scene is substantially industrial in nature. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The existing industrial development will screen most of the lower parts of the main CERC 
building and only the upper part of the roof and part of the office building would be visible.  
The stack and the plume would be a skyline feature but would be seen in close association 
with the two existing stacks.  The character of the view would not change. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
Viewpoint VG from footpath 14 (GC058)(Also Conservation officer view C1) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Footpath 14 is routed along the main access road to the Goonvean side of the Parkandillick 
Dryers industrial complex.  The view is from the section of footpath adjacent to the Grade 
II* listed engine house, 300m from the appeal site, looking north.  The engine house is the 
dominant feature in this view, although in most of the length of the footpath, the views are 
dominated by the Parkandillick Dryers.  The wide expanse of tarmac surfacing and conifer 
planting detract from the immediate setting of the engine house.  The steep slopes and scrub 
on the old waste tips south and east of the site are an important contribution to the setting. 
The two stack and plumes of the dryers are visible to the left of the engine house and to the 
right, the access road continues to the industrial buildings further down the hill.  
 

Change arising from proposals  
Part of the proposals would be visible to the left of the engine house.  The CERC building 
would be visible but not prominent due to intervening vegetation.  The stack and plume 
would be seen in conjunction with the existing stack and plumes.  The existing context of 
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combined industrial structures and vegetated tips would not alter.  The scene is and will 
remain substantially industrial in nature. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small   
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse  
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Viewpoint VH from footpath 5 approximately 20m east of main CERC site(GC055) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

The upper part of the appeal site field is clearly visible a short distance away across the 
railway line in the near view and is seen as part of the patchwork of fields and scrub forming 
part of the local landscape .  The dominant feature of the view is the industrial complex of 
Parkandillick Dryers which are immediately to the left of the view. In the middle distance, 
Treviscoe to the west is visible on the skyline, but not prominent.  Further to the west and 
north west, the dominant feature is the china clay skyline. including the restored Pines Hill 
and the active scarred hillside of Wheal Remfry which enclose the landscape. 
 

Change arising from proposals 

Due to the proximity of the proposals, the  change in the view would be large, with the main 
ERC and ash handling buildings obscuring most of the view of the bowl of landscape south 
of the railway line.  The degree of perceived scale of buildings would in this view appear 
similar to that of the Parkandillick Dryers and the near view of the fields would be lost. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Moderate 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 



CERC: Landscape proof of evidence 

Terence O’Rourke February 2010      117 

Viewpoint VK from Hendra Road (GC056) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint VK is from Hendra Road 500m from the site looking west. The Wheal Remfry 
works are a prominent element of the view. Waste tips in the foreground partly obscure the 
Parkandillick Dryers and the site with the stacks and more easterly buildings of 
Parkandillick being visible.  
 

Change arising from proposals  

The topography will screen most of the lower parts of the CERC site.  Including the main 
CERC building. The upper part of the stack and the plume would be a skyline feature but 
would be seen in close association with the two existing stacks.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Very substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Additional view TF1 from Gothers Road (GC060) 
  

Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
Viewpoint TF1 is from Gothers Road 600m from the site looking north west. The Wheal 
Remfry works are a prominent element of the view. Waste tips in the foreground partly 
obscure the Parkandillick Dryers and the site with the stacks and more easterly buildings of 
Parkandillick being visible.  
 

Change arising from proposals  

The topography will screen most of the lower parts of the CERC site.  Including the main 
CERC building. The upper part of the stack and the plume would be a skyline feature but 
would be seen in close association with the two existing stacks.   
 
Visual receptor importance:   Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
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Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint TF2 from Fore Street (GC061) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint TF2 is from the pavement outside the working mens club on Fore Street. The 
street consists of a variety of architectural styles and building heights and has no overriding 
distinctive character.  A gap in the street frontage allows vies of a small area of farmland 
north of the site.  Parkandillick Dryers are visible to the left of the view, but the photograph 
location eliminates their influence on the view.  The overall impression is of a typical 
mining village.  
 

Change arising from proposals  

The upper part of the CERC building will be visible beyond the existing roofline as would 
most of the stack and plume and this will be a large change in the view.  The view of 
farmland through the gap in the street frontage will remain.  The character of the view which 
is of a mining village will be maintained.  
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 
 

Viewpoint TF7 from footpath 18 (GC062) 
  
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint TF7 is from footpath 18, 600m from the site looking south eastwards.  The 
appeal site fields and boundaries are partly screened by intervening hedges.  The dominant 
features of the view are the jagged topography of Rostowrack Downs which enclose the 
landscape to the south and the industrial complex of Parkandillick Dryers.  The existing flue 
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breaks the skyline.  To the south east, the Hendra road end  of the village of St Dennis is 
visible.  The scene is influenced by the existing industrial nature of the Parkandillick site 
and remnants of spoil heaps. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would occupy a similar area of the view as the Parkandillick Dryers and 
would obscure part of the existing complex.  The main building would be seen mainly 
against the background topography and only a small section would appear as a skyline 
feature. The stack and plume would be a skyline feature. Neither the access or haul roads 
would be visible.  Although closer to the viewer, the proposals will not substantially alter 
the character of the view. 
 

Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 

Viewpoint TF8 from Trerice (GC063) 
 
Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 

Viewpoint TF4 is from the lane close to the sewage works at Trerice, 600m from the site 
looking south. The house in the foreground obscures the site. The dominant features of the 
view are the jagged topography of Rostowrack Downs which enclose the landscape to the 
south and the industrial complex of Parkandillick Dryers which is visible beyond the house 
and has two stack and plumes which break the skyline.  The view is substantially industrial 
in nature. 
 

Change arising from proposals  

The main building would obscure part of the Parkandillick Dryers.  The main building 
would be seen beyond the house against the background topography of Treviscoe tip.  The 
stack and plume would be a skyline feature. Neither the access or haul roads would be 
visible. Although closer to the viewer, the proposals will not substantially alter the character 
of the view. 
 
Visual receptor importance:  Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Large 
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Significance of visual effect:  Substantial adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
Conservation officer view C2– Church of St Denys (GC059) 

 

Existing conditions (worst case winter view) 
The viewpoint is selected by the Cornwall Council conservation officer and it is intended to 
show the church in context with the proposals.  The view includes part of the northern 
elevation of the church and includes the churchyard and surrounding wall and vegetation.  
These boundary features restrict views from within the churchyard and the view constraints 
do not allow the site fields to be seen.  From the same viewpoint, a clear view of the power 
station is available looking north west.  

 

Change arising from proposals  
Only the stack and plume would be visible as a skyline feature visible through the boundary 
vegetation. Neither the access or haul roads would be visible.   
 
Visual receptor importance:  High 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of visual effect:  Moderate adverse 
 
Landscape character area: 13a China Clay Mining 
Landscape resource importance: Medium 
Magnitude of change:  Small 
Significance of landscape effect:  Moderate adverse 

 
 

 
 




